Before entering upon the subject of this paper, it may be as well, in order to avoid being in any way misunderstood, to remark that it is almost entirely confined to the treatment of the disease in question, with the pathology and symptoms of which I may safely presume all my readers are familiar.
With the view of clearly defining the subject in hand, I have divided it into three heads. 1st, That of the treatment adopted in simple gonorrhoea. 2nd, A brief enumeration of those forms of the disorder which may be classed as complicated gonorrhoea. And, 3rd, The treatment of these varieties. I may remark, however, that Three years ago, a very tall, delicate young gentleman applied to me with gonorrhoea. About eighteen months previously he had suffered from an attack, which, with all possible care, was not subdued by copaiba and salines in less than nine months. Ever since the urethra had remained extremely tender, and whenever he had a slight cold, a drop of pus showed itself at the meatus each morning. The present attack was not more severe than the former. On introducing the syringe he immediately tainted; and on applying ammonia to the nostrils, the contents of his stomach were instantly discharged. However, the impression made on the disease was so evident, that the patient gladly submitted to the same infliction, and the injections were continued daily. At the end of eleven days, the discharge was so far diminished, that they were given only every second day, and then every third, till the twenty-fifth day, which was the last, no discharge having been seen for eight days. Yet to confess that, in at least half the cases, medicines in safe doses produced no effect, and that, in the other half, it was often doubtful if improvement was not rather a concomitant than a result.
In the form, however, to which I now allude, and which I have not seen very often, the ordinary remedies proved so injurious, that they were abandoned in favour of mild tonics and sedatives, antacid purgatives, such as Henry's magnesia, and the steady use of injections. The following case will perhaps exemplify this symptom better than any formal description.
A gentleman engaged in speculations of a very hazardous nature, and subject in consequence to every variation between the extremes of excitement and depression, consulted me respecting a gonorrhoea which he had just contracted. As he seemed very irritable and nervous, I inquired into his previous history, and found that, after having been long in indifferent health, he had two years before been attacked with influenza, for which he placed himself under the care of an eminent physician. The disorder slowly gave way, but he had never regained his flesh and strength?his digestion was impaired, his appetite capricious, found that the occasional use of brisk cathartics induced much less irritability of the bladder and rectum than the mild aperient had done, they were substituted. Injections of nitrate of silver, however, were principally relied on to remove the discharge.
I he first effect of these was to increase the irritability of the bladder for an hour or two after using them, when it quicklyceased, and did not return till the injection was repeated the next day. Having syringed out the interior part of the urethra, the tube of a long syringe was passed down, and when withdrawn pus was found adhering to its point. This symptom, coupled with tenderness of the whole tract of the urethra, led me to believe that the gonorrhoea! inflammation had extended backwards to the neck of the bladder, if not also to the cavity of this viscus. The long syringe was substituted, and the strength of the injection was quickly raised to ten grains to the ounce?a change I have always found necessary whenever it was requisite to apply injections low down. This alteration had the desired effect?the discharge diminishing steadily, though not entirely disappearing for six weeks. The irritability of the bladder grew gradually less, but to the very last the patient was always compelled to sit down immediately after an injection, and rest perfectly quiet till the irritation had passed off; -and as these were used occasionally a month longer, it may be said that this irritability existed in all full ten weeks in a severe form. 
